BYLAWS

OF THE

WESTERN REGIONAL YOUNGER MEMBER COUNCIL

OF THE

AMERICAN SOCIETY OF THE CIVIL ENGINEERS

ARTICLE 1

Title

Section 1.


The name of this organization shall be as prescribed in the Constitution of this Council of the Society.

ARTICLE 2

Objective

Section 1. 


The objective of this organization shall be as prescribed in the Constitution of this Council of the Society.

ARTICLE 3
Policy and Procedure Manual
Section 1.


The Chair and three immediate past Chairs shall prepare a Policy and Procedure Manual, herein after called Manual, for the day to day dealings of the Council. 

Section 2.

The Chair and three immediate past Chairs shall ensure that the tasks listed in the Manual are followed.

Section 3.


The Chair and three immediate past Chairs shall update, revise and maintain the Manual.

ARTICLE 4

Membership

Section 1. 

A Younger Member shall be as prescribed in the Constitution of this Council of the Society.

ARTICLE 5

Representatives

Section 1. 


The Representatives of this organization shall be as prescribed in the Constitution of this Council of the Society.

Section 2.

If an official Younger Member Representative cannot attend the meeting of the Council, an alternate or Proxy to the Representative may be appointed by the Representative by means of writing to the Past Chair of the Council at least seven (7) days in advance of the meeting.  At the discretion of the Past Chair and in extreme cases, exceptions can be made to allowing proxies.
ARTICLE 6

Officers

Section 1.

The Chair of the Council shall be a Younger Member from the Section or Branch hosting the current year’s Council meeting.  The Chair of the Council shall be selected by the Section or Branch hosting the current year’s Council meeting.

Section 2.


The Chair shall preside over the current year’s Council General Meetings. The Chair shall be responsible for coordinating all Council affairs as outlined in the Manual.  

Section 3.


The Past Chair shall be the Chair of the previous year’s Council General Meetings. If the Past Chair is unavailable, a Younger Member designated by the Section or Branch that hosted the previous year’s Council General Meetings shall be appointed as Past Chair.

Section 4.


The Past Chair shall preside over the current year’s Council Business Meeting.

Section 5.

The Past Chair shall represent the Council as the Council Delegate, or Delegate, in all affairs where Council representation is requested.

Section 6.


In the event the Past Chair is unable to represent the Council in affairs where Council representation is requested or does not meet qualifications necessary to be a Delegate to the requesting organization, the Chair shall assume the role of Council Delegate.

Section 7.


In the event that neither the Past Chair nor the Chair is able to represent the Council in affairs where Council representation is requested or does not meet qualifications necessary to be a Delegate to the requesting organization, the Past Chair may appoint a Delegate to represent the Council by submitting a letter of notification to the Representatives and Officers.  The Past Chair is accountable for all actions taken by the appointed Delegate.

ARTICLE 7
Dues and Fees

Section 1.

There shall be no dues for members of the Council.

Section 2. 


Members may be charged a registration fee for attendance at the Council’s Business or

General Meetings.

ARTICLE 8

Business Meeting

Section 1. 


The Business Meeting of the Council shall be governed by the most recent edition of Robert’s Rules of Order, Newly Revised, in all cases to which these rules are applicable. 

Section 2.

Official YMGs shall submit proposals for hosting the Council meeting two years in advance during the current year's Business Meeting. A vote shall be taken to select the preferred proposal.  The proposal selected by a simple majority vote shall be submitted as the recommended future venue to the Committee on Geographic Units or the proper committee in the Society.  If no proposals are received, the recommendation to host the future Council meeting shall be rotated among the Official YMGs.  Rotation procedures shall be at the discretion of the Past Chair.

Section 3.

Standing and ad hoc committees may be established as needed to conduct Council affairs.  Ad hoc and standing committees shall be established by adopted motions.  

Section 4.

Motions must be initiated and seconded by a Representative.  Motions are adopted by a simple majority vote from the Representatives in attendance at a meeting, with a quorum being present.

Section 5.

The Council may adopt resolutions at the Business Meeting to be presented to the Society’s Board of Direction.  A favorable vote of at least two thirds of the Representatives present shall be required to adopt a resolution.

Section 6.


In the event that the Past Chair believes it is necessary to adopt a resolution or motion at times other than the Business Meeting, the proposed resolution or motion shall be distributed to the Council’s Representatives and a vote of the Council’s Representatives shall be taken.  A resolution or motion shall be adopted by a favorable vote of two-thirds of the Council’s Representatives at the time of the vote.  Mail, fax and email are acceptable forms of voting.
Section 7.


The Past Chair is responsible for forwarding the resolution to the appropriate Society authority within 30 days of passage for their record.

ARTICLE 9
General Meetings

Section 1.
General Meetings shall be defined as the activities, workshops and/or presentation during the Council meeting as organized by the Chair.

Section 2.
General Meetings shall be consistent with the objectives of the Council. 

Section 3.
During the Council Meetings, Awards will be presented for the following categories:

Outstanding Young Civil Engineer in the Private Sector

Outstanding Younger Member in Community Activities

Outstanding Younger Member in ASCE Activities

Outstanding Younger Member Group Project

Outstanding Support of (a) Student Chapter(s)

Outstanding Young Civil Engineer in the Public Sector

The criteria for the Outstanding Young Civil Engineer in the Public Sector award will be identical to

the criteria for the National ASCE award "Young Government Civil Engineer of the Year" as listed in the

current ASCE Official Register except for the 5 years of experience, which shall be waived..
Section 4.

The host Section or Branch shall record an accurate transcript of the Council's General Meetings and Business Meeting and a copy of the transcript shall be distributed to all Representatives, the Committee on Younger Members via the Western Geographic Member, Region 8 and Region 9 Society Officers, Region 8 and Region 9 Governors, and Region 8 and Region 9 Section and Branch Presidents within sixty (60) days after the Council's Meeting.

ARTICLE 10
Amendments

Section 1.

Amendments to these Bylaws may be initiated by any Council Officer or Representative. Proposed amendments must be submitted in written form and be endorsed by at least three (3) Representatives in addition to the submitter. To be considered for adoption at a regular Business Meeting, the amendment must be submitted 75 days before the date of the meeting. 

Section 2.

After review and discussion by the Council Officers, and any changes agreed upon by the submitters and endorsers of the proposed amendment, the Past Chair shall submit the amendment to the appropriate Society Committee for consideration and approval.  

 Section 3.

Upon approval by the appropriate Society Committee, the proposed amendment shall be submitted to the Council Representatives for approval. The text of the amendment shall be provided to the Representatives at least 20 days before the meeting at which the vote will be taken.  

Section 4.

The amendment shall be immediately effective upon a simple majority affirmative vote of the Representatives in attendance at the meeting, with a quorum being present.  

Section 5.

Upon adoption, the Past Chair shall notify all the Council Representatives of the amendment within 30 days, and provide the full text of the amendment. A copy shall also be sent to the appropriate Society Committee for their records.

ARTICLE 11 

Ratification

Authored, 1980.

Revisions initiated by 1998 Council Business Meeting and approved by Council of Vice Presidents, April 9, 1999.

Revisions initiated by 2003 Council Business Meeting and approved by Council of Vice Presidents, May 1, 2003.

Revisions initiated by 2006 & 2007 Council Business Meeting and approved by Committee on Geographic Units, May 1, 2007.
Revisions approved by 2009 Council Business Meeting and enacted by Committee on Younger Members, April 25, 2009.

1


