
Region 1 Assembly

April 4-5, 2009 Meeting Minutes

The Region 1 Assembly met on Saturday and Sunday April 4-5, 2009 at the Best Western in Albany, NY.

Saturday April 4, 2008 1:00 – 6:00 pm

1.0 Call meeting to Order – Puntin (Chair RIBOG)

The meeting was called to order by Anthony Puntin, Regional Director. Chair Board of Governors. Tony Puntin welcomed all attendees to Albany NY and thanked our host, the Mohawk-Hudson Section.

2.0 Introduction of Attendees

· Governors, Section/Branch Delegates\Guests

Attendees made a self introduction with name and representation. Attendance list attached. (Attachment A)

3.0 Amend/Approve Agenda

Anthony Puntin distributed copies of the proposed Agenda for the Region 1 Assembly meeting.  (Attachment B)  A motion was put to the floor to accept the agenda for the Assembly by Brad Smith. The motion was open for discussion and the following revisions were put forth:

3.1 Mark Rusnica requested that Item 17.1 - Engineers without Borders be stricken from the agenda. 

3.2 Bill Merwarth requested that Old Business, Item 16.1 – Assembly Meetings and Delegate Reimbursement be added to the agenda.

3.3 Tony Puntin requested that Item 10.3 - Northeast Younger Member Council be stricken from the agenda. 

Brad Smith amended his motion to accept the agenda as modified, seconded by Bill Merwarth and accepted by the Assembly unanimously.

4.0 Minutes from September 20, 2008 Meeting – Donnelly

Tom Donnelly, Governor, distributed copies of the Minutes of the Region 1 Assembly held on September 20, 2008. A motion was put forth by Andy Herrmann to accept the Draft Minutes of the Meeting (Attachment C) The motion was open for discussion and the following revisions were set forth:

4.1 Len Cilli revised the forth bullet under item 11.0 from “STAG” to read “SPAG”

Andy Herrmann amended his motion to accept the agenda as modified. Seconded by Anni Autio and accepted by the Assembly unanimously.

5.0 Appointment of Secretary

Tom Donnelly made a motion to nominate Russ Porter as Secretary for the Assembly. Tony Puntin seconded the motion and it was accepted by the Assembly unanimously.

6.0 Treasurers Report – Cilli

Len Cilli, Region 1 Treasurer, distributed copies of the Region 1 Treasurer’s Report for review and discussion. (Attachment D). 

6.1 Assessments for each Section for 2009 have yet to be sent out. They will be going out soon, with no change in the assessment. The Region 1 treasury shows a balance of $34,782.57, which includes $9,305 as an allocation from National.

6.2 There have been two grants that have been accepted by the Region. One in the amount of $10,000 for a New York State Legislative Fellow and another in the amount of $4,000 for a New York State Report Card.  A brief discussion occurred in which it was generally agreed that the grants should be utilized to their fullest extent or else they may be lost.

6.3 The Region 1 treasury balance of $34,782.57 is more than what was originally budgeted at this point $18,489.03. A proposition and discussion occurred to decide whether or not it would be appropriate to decrease dues from the sections or eliminate the dues this year. Other options discussed included retaining an administrative assistant or using the monies for delegate training such as public relations or other leadership training opportunities. In the end it was a general conclusion that the assets should remain for a rainy day and fees to the sections would remain the same.

7.0 Section and Branch Reports 

Tony Puntin then opened up the meeting for the presentation of Section and Branch Reports from the delegates.

7.1 Boston (Danielle Spicer) - 3,000 +/- members, 650 students; 9 meetings/year; electronic newsletter 10 times/year; current activities: strategic plan, raising the grade, ongoing legislative fellow. (See Attachment E-1) 

7.2 Buffalo (Michael Bower) – 400 +/- members; 10 meetings/year; paper and electronic newsletter 10 times/year; current activities: canoe and bridge competition for upstate NY at University of Buffalo, middle school presentations, resume writing and mock interviews. (No Attachment) 

7.3 Connecticut (Billy Cunningham) – 1,700 +/- members including Fairfield Branch; meetings at the five universities within the section; paper newsletter working on electronic newsletter; current activities: operations manual, deep foundation seminars and programs, history and heritage, administrative help, 125th anniversary next year. (No Attachment)

7.4 Ithaca (Bill Merwarth)- 232 +/- members,  57 students; schedule meetings with the PE society 6-10 times/year; paper and electronic newsletter 10 times/year; current activities: student awards, Cornell Student Chapter meeting, annual golf tournament. There has been some difficulty in the ongoing advancement of the Section and a discussion may be in order to dissolve the Section to be absorbed into neighboring Sections. To be discussed at the Board of Governors meeting. (See Attachment E-2)

7.5 Maine (Lauren Swett) 795 +/- members, 134 students; 8 meetings/year; electronic newsletter with paper available 9 times/year; current activities: state report card, K-12 outreach, life member group, younger members to Red Sox game and Halloween party. (See Attachment E-3)

7.6 Metropolitan (Otto Maatsch) 4,076 +/- members, 767 students; electronic newsletter; current activities:  future cities, National Engineers day, proclamation by Mayor Bloomberg, Engineers without Borders . (See Attachment E-4)

7.7 Mohawk-Hudson (Tony DeFranco) 1,100 +/- members, 3 student chapters; new website in 2008; current activities:  structural and geotechnical committees (See Attachment E-5)

Shawn Kelley presented a Proclamation to Mark Rusnica for his 50th birthday celebration, passed by the Assembly unanimously (See attached Proclamation 2009-01 dated 4 April 2009)

8.0 Break 

9.0 Section and Branch Reports 

Tony Puntin then continued the meeting for the presentation of Section and Branch Reports from the delegates.

9.1 New Hampshire (Jay Hodkinson) 840 +/- members, 142 students; 8 meetings/year; electronic newsletter 10 times/year; current activities: hockey night, order of the engineer, 50th anniversary celebration, webinar, golf outing. (See Attachment E-6)

9.2 New Jersey (Arjuna Ranasinghe – NJ Section and South Branch) 4,000 +/- members, 3 branches (north, central, south) current activities: government relations and meet with state officials, liquid assets committee, bridge committee, future city competition, regional conference in Cherry Hill (See Attachment E-7)

(Kevin Doyle – North New Jersey Branch) 1,700 +/- members, six technical groups, three universities, current activities: infrastructure forum, softball tournament, technical meetings, two scholarship awards (See Attachment E-8)

(Brian Mausert-Central Branch) 1,500 +/- members, 10 meetings a year, annual budget of $30,000 current activities: full day continuing education, highway work zone safety, e-week, younger member group, Rutgers and Princeton Universities (See Attachment E-9)

9.3 Puerto Rico ( No Attendance)

9.4 Rhode Island (Jim Brunnhoeffer) 450 +/- members, 75 students; 9 meetings/year; electronic newsletter in process current activities: baseball outing, younger member group, scholarship award (See Attachment E-10)

9.5 Rochester (Russ Porter) 360 +/- members, 60 students; 10 meetings/year; paper newsletter 10 times/year; current activities: open board meeting, engineer of the year, engineer’s week, RIT student night. (See Attachment E-11)

9.6 Syracuse (Brad Smith) 490 +/- members, student chapters Syracuse, Canton, Utica and Clarkson; 10 meetings/year; newsletter 10 times/year; current activities: younger member happy hour, joint meeting with Ithaca section, golf tournament. (See Attachment E-12)

9.7 Vermont (Shawn Kelley) 406 +/- members, 104 students; 8 meetings/year; electronic newsletter 7 times/year; current activities: three student sections, ski day with students, possible sponsor of two Canadian student sections, student transition, government activities by section president. (See Attachment E-13)

10.0 Council Updates

Tony Puntin then continued the meeting for the presentation of Council reports from the Council presidents.

10.1 New England District Council  (Lauren Swett)

The council needs to set some goals and direction. To improve communications it was a goal to set up an e-room for the council. The council discussed the possible endorsement of Moustafa Gouda as president elect.  There has been some interest in the at large governor opening from a small to medium section. There was some concern regarding the membership database and the missing data such as a code for dues payment.  

10.2 New York State Council – (Anthony DeFranco)

Current topics included state legislative agenda and pending legislation. Continuing education and PDH hours were discussed and the ability to obtain these certified credits outside of New York State. Lobby Day in Albany was discussed along with the Key Contact program for the major legislation. There has been some progress on the New York State Infrastructure Report Card. Little progress has been made in the New York State Legislative fellow primarily due to the details of ongoing funding. The legislative fellow committee will contact the Boston SCES to determine how they handle the ongoing funding of a state fellow. The council discussed the possible endorsement of Moustafa Gouda as president elect. George Cotroneo and Tom Donnelly discussed the availability of obtaining PDH credits and the status of continuing education in other states in the region. Bill Merwarth discussed the idea of promoting the Society and the sections through the use of a proclamation during Engineers Week, similar to the proclamation by Mayor Bloomberg for the Met section, maybe even doing a state proclamation by Governor Paterson.

10.3 Northeast Regional Younger Members Council – Roda 

(Deleted from the agenda- no new reports)

Sunday April 5, 2008 8:00 – 11:00 am

11.0 Continental Breakfast

12.0 Regional Governor Positions

12.1 November 2009 candidates – Rusnica

Mark Rusnica mentioned that the Region has three open Governors position’s coming up with the following candidates:

· Governor #1 (Met Section - Large - Elected) - George Moglia

· Governor #5 (Small/Medium Section – Elected) – Billy Cunningham

· Governor #7 (Wildcard Appointment) -  Shawn Kelley

12.2 November 2010 positions – Rusnica

Mark Rusnica mentioned that the Region has two open Governors position’s coming up in 2010 with applications needed by December 15, 2009:

· Governor #2 (New Jersey Section - Large - Elected) – Presently Len Cilli

· Governor #4 (Small/Medium Section – Elected) – Presently Mark Rusnica

George Cotroneo mentioned that during his tenure the service has been very satisfying. Andy Herrmann stated that the position requires responsibility and commitment. Mark Rusnica remarked that the position has been rewarding.

13.0 Regional Committees

13.1 Membership – Cunningham 

Billy Cunningham updated the Assembly on the status of the membership committee. Billy has reached out to all of the sections to obtain a champion or chair for membership recruitment. Not all of the sections have responded. Billy suggested that a conference call with all of the chairs and sections will be scheduled to review policies and practices to maintain and increase the membership rolls.

13.2  Strategic Planning – Cotroneo 

George Cotroneo discussed that national has developed three top priority professional strategic issues of infrastructure, competency and the role of the civil engineer. Review the attached Vision, Mission and Goals and concentrate on the implementation of these priorities. (Attachment F)  

13.3  Government Affairs – Donnelly 

Tom Donnelly discussed the recent activities of the Region 1 Government Affairs Committee. The ASCE National Infrastructure Report Card was published in Washington in March. State report cards have been completed in Maine and New Jersey and another is under development in New York State. A legislative fellow is involved in state matters in Massachusetts through the Boston Section and New York Council has a SPAG grant to start up a fellow for Albany. Tom suggested that everyone stay informed by subscribing to the e-mail programs available through ASCE Government Affairs which include This Week in Washington and the Smart Brief. Members should also subscribe to the Key Contact program and to write to your Senators and Congressional Representatives to make them aware of legislation that effects the profession and the Society.

13.4  Website – Kelley

Shawn Kelley asked all delegates to visit the Region 1 website at http://region1.asce.org/. Check to make sure that your links and information is up to date and if there are any changes necessary then contact Shawn at skelley@geodesign.net
14.0 National Reports

14.1 Board of Directors Report – Puntin

Tony Puntin presented the directors report to all delegates, which is enclosed as Attachment G. Tony Puntin is now a member of the program committee and on the nominating committee for officers. There have been some bumps in the road regarding the AMS (Association Management System) software program implementation at ASCE National, including accounting and membership dues. The Infrastructure Report Card was issued earlier than anticipated to correspond with the stimulus program that is being debated in Congress. Andy Herrmann provided the background on the Report Card. There have been some fiscal concerns regarding the finances at National, but with the prior reserves, the Society remains on good ground. No membership dues increase is expected from National and staff positions will remain unfilled and open, for the time being. The voting for President-elect will take place in August and be either mail-in ballots or electronic balloting.  

14.2 2010 Presidents and Governors Forum – Puntin

Tony Puntin notified us that the upcoming Presidents and Governors conference will be held in immediately after (Oct 31-Nov.1) the National Conference in Kansas City Mo. October 29-31, 2009. Time is to be determined. There have been some suggestions to have future meetings in Reston, Va. so that the leaders may become familiar with the staff and the facilities available at ASCE headquarters.

14.3 ASCE Headquarters Report – Morais

Daryl Morais presented a Headquarters Report outlining many of the resources and programs available from ASCE National (Attachment H). Included in the report are new websites, new programs, available resources, conference calls, data resources and statistics, forums, workshops, awards, government relations, communications, younger members, student members, membership resources, continuing education and conferences.

15.0 Break 

At this time the order of the agenda was modified slightly in which Items 17.2, 17.3, 17.4 and 17.5 preceded Item 16.1 and then continued on with 17.6 

16.0 Old Business

16.1 Added - Assembly Meetings and Delegate Reimbursement - Merwarth

Bill Merwarth stated that he and Paul Moyer (Past Governor) looked into the feasibility of increasing the assessments to the Sections in order to cover the cost of sending delegates to the Regional Assemblies. Len Cilli provided a spreadsheet and a description of the fiscal impacts that this would have on the Sections, (Attachment I).  After a brief discussion by many of the delegates a straw poll was taken and it was determined that there should not be an increase in the Section assessment. The consensus was that cost was not the primary factor in attending the Assembly; it was time and commitment by the delegates and members. If a Section has monetary difficulty in sending a delegate, then arrangements could be made through the Regional Board.

17.0 New Business

17.1 Engineers Without Borders – Rusnica

(Deleted from the agenda- no new reports)

17.2 2009 Report Card – Herrmann

Andy Herrmann provided a presentation on the recently released ASCE’s Infrastructure Report Card for 2009. Andy Herrmann had copies of the full report along with some fold out brochures available to the delegates. The report card is also available on-line at www.asce.org/reportcard. This was released to the Senate and the President on March 28, 2009. The overall grade remains the same as it was in 2005, a grade of “D” with a $2.2 trillion investment needed over the next 5 years. There have been some changes in the categories since the last report card, including a new listing for Levees. A brief description of each category was provided along with the condition and investment needed. Delegates are encouraged to contact Government Relations to obtain print copies and additional information.

17.3 Election Rules – Puntin

Tony Puntin made suggestions for the Section or individual endorsement of candidates for ASCE President-Elect. There should be no long discussion, the letter or e-mail should be short and simple and it should not select one candidate over the other. 

17.4 2010 Multi Regional Leadership Conference – Puntin

Tony Puntin announced that the 2010 Multi-Regional Conference will be held in Atlanta Ga. on February 12-13, 2010 for Regions 1,2,4,5. The Region will be looking for volunteers to help in the presentations and discussion forums.

17.5 Adopt a Region – Puntin

Tony Puntin informed the delegates that there is a Region 10, which is an International Region for all Sections and Branches outside of the U.S. In June, 2009 there will be a program for Sections to adopt an International Section allowing the local Section closer involvement and the sharing of knowledge with the International Section. One Section that is looking for a sister Section is Urin, Australia. 

17.6 Next Meeting Date and Location – Rhode Island Section

Jim Brunnhoeffer presented some of the details associated with the next Assembly meeting scheduled for September 25-27, 2009 in Providence RI at the Hilton Hotel on I-95. Parking is about $20/day so utilize public transit if possible. Attractions include a mill, trolleys, fire on the water, museums, etc. A technical visit to a hurricane barrier will be tentatively scheduled.  A brief discussion on future meetings and locations were discussed with spring 2010 in Albany NY and fall 2010 in either, Portland Maine, New York, NY, or New Jersey.

18.0 Resolutions

Resolutions from the New England District Council (Lauren Swett)and the New York State Council (Anthony DeFranco) regarding the ASCE Membership Database were received by Tony Puntin (See Attached Resolutions both Numbered 2009-01 dated April 4 and 5, 2009 respectively)

19.0 Adjourn

Motion to adjourn was made by Bill Merwarth and seconded by Rick Kotecki

Passed by the Assembly unanimously

Meeting adjourned 5 April 2009 at 11:05 am

Minutes by Russ Porter

rdporter053@gmail.com
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