ASCE New Orleans Branch
Outreach Committee Activities
For ten years, the Outreach Committee of the New Orleans Branch developed and operated a children’s activity in the  Kids’ Cultural Village of Jazzfest.  Jazzfest, the New Orleans Jazz and Heritage Festival, is held at the Fairgrounds every last weekend in April and first weekend in May.  Activities have ranged from a Lego’s structural building activity, Box City, and a Coastal Protection activity.  Each activity intended to promote civil engineering for consideration as a career choice for children of all ages.

Box City is based loosely on a curriculum developed by the Center for Understanding the Built Environment.  A platform — an 8'×16' table — was painted with a simplified layout of the city streets, boulevards, and city blocks of the City of New Orleans.  Lake Pontchartrain was painted on the north side of the table and the Mississippi River on the south side. The activity has three stages.  The first stage is permitting. Each child is given a list of buildings that are necessary for a city environment such as homes, apartments, libraries, churches, schools, restaurants, factories, fire stations, etc.  Before choosing a building to design, he or she tours the city, to see what existing buildings were already in place.  After selecting a building type to design, each child is issued a white box (a blank building), a building permit, and a souvenir child-size soft plastic replica of a hard hat with the ASCE 150th anniversary logo on the front. The second stage is design.  Using markers, crayons, glue, and construction paper, the child decorates the box to resemble the building selected and for which he or she had been issued a building permit. The third stage is construction.  Once the child finishes designing and decorating his or her building, it has to be placed in the city according to the rules written on the building permit they were issued. After Katrina, construction debris from the rebuilding efforts was used to make wooden blocks that could be used by the kids to build structures in the city. 
The Coastal Protection Activity illustrates to children the importance of coastal protection through keeping marsh environments healthy and green. Kids can place small wooded trees in different positions along the “coast”. The trees have a magnet on their base. The “marsh” is a wooden box with 2 inch sides and a sheet metal bottom. The box has a removal partition than holds back the storm surge (blue marbles). The box has a tilting base. Once the “surge” is behind the partition, the box is tilted and the partition lifted, allowing the surge to flow around the trees. Children are quick to see that a healthy coastline can help keep storm surge at bay through this easy exercise.

The Outreach Committee sometimes sponsors other activities in venues such as the New Orleans Children’s Museum. For more information about these activities, please contact the ASCE New Orleans Branch Outreach Committee chair.
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