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GENERAL MEETING STRUCTURE:  

Describe your general meeting structure (location, frequency, attendance)
The Oregon YMF normally hosts a monthly social meeting open to all members.  These meetings are held at various locations around Portland and are a chance for young engineers to network and socialize.  At these socials, we typically have 20-30 people in attendance.  The YMF also hosts technical tours, focusing on local engineering projects.  These tours usually draw over 20 engineers from a variety of ages and backgrounds.  We also do volunteer and community service work in the Portland area.

MOST SUCCESSFUL MEETING:
The OR YMF kicked off its 2010-2011 year with a social event at the Rialto Pool Room on October 20th.  In attendance were over 30 young engineers from the greater Portland area.  Most of the attendees are new faces. One new leader arose from this event to join the officers’ board and several others have expressed interest in getting more involved.

GROUP ACTIVITIES:

Port of Portland Technical Tour
In conjunction with the Oregon Section, the YMF hosted a tour of the Port of Portland’s new executive headquarters at the Portland airport.  Approximately 50 members attended the tour.  The new building, which just opened, includes seven floors of public parking and three floors of office spaces for Port staff.  The entire project is expected to pass LEED Gold certification and incorporates the following “green” features: an organic waste water treatment center, an eighth floor landscape deck, a 10,000 square foot eco-roof with adaptive plants, low-flow fixtures, a reflective membrane roof, high performance building glazing, and radiant heating and cooling systems from ground sources.  The project will serve to unite the 478 Port employees under one roof, streamlining efficiency.  Total project cost is $241 million, which includes approximately $10 million for sustainability aspect
Americans Building Community Volunteer Day
On Saturday, December 12, YMF officers Ben Anderson, John Bushard, Blair Carlson, and Jim Phillips worked with several Vancouver, WA community service volunteers to clean out a dilapidated home. The Americans Building Community originally identified the need to clean out the small ranch home in central Vancouver where a hoarder had previously lived. Conditions in the home were atrocious at best. The work was not clean and far from glamorous, but much needed. Surviving members of the hoarder's family plan to continue clean up the mess and eventually work with some community groups to remodel the building, making it a livable home again. 
Engineers Week Banquet 2010
The OR Younger Member Forum hosted a table at the 46th Annual Engineers Week Banquet, which took place on February 18th.  YMF Board Members Blair Carlson, John Bushard, Natalie Freeman, Jim Phillips, Jack Dahl, and Evan Garich all took the opportunity to talk with and encourage high school students to pursue careers and engineering at the exhibit table and over dinner.  Additionally, John Bushard was able to attend the TriMet Green Line tour earlier in the day and spend more time interacting with local high-schoolers.
OMSI Science & Engineering Festival
The Oregon YMF recently hosted a table at the Oregon Science and Engineering Festival on Saturday, October 23 at the Oregon Museum of Science and Technology.  This was a satellite event for the national USA Science and Engineering Festival taking place at the National Mall.  YMF members teamed up with PSU students and the general OR Section to create a display and several hands-on activities to get attendees interested in engineering and science.  
Interstate Lanes Bowling Social
The YMF hosted a happy hour social in January at Interstate Lanes in North Portland.  Approximately 20-25 engineers joined us for bowling, pizza, and a few pints of beer. 
IMPROVEMENTS FOR NEXT YEAR:

We need to focus more on organization and building up our member base.  Since we are hosting the 2012 WRYMC, we also need to focus our efforts on fund-raising activities and establish some committees for planning the event. 

NEW MEMBER RECRUITMENT:

Free food and drinks at YMF social events continue to draw the YMF’s biggest crowds.  In this relaxed atmosphere, young engineers are able to become familiar with the YMF and its mission in a casual setting.  Keeping current members interested in the YMF through social events and technical tours is an excellent recruitment tool, as these members tend to invite co-workers and friends to functions.  Many new members are also very excited about volunteering and community service events.  The updated Oregon Section website has also helped steer a few engineers our way, as has word of mouth from current members.

STUDENT INTERACTION:

The YMF encourages local student chapter members to attend YMF events with some success.  Each November, the Oregon Section holds a host-a-student dinner event, serving to connect professionals with future engineers. The YMF encourages as many members as possible to attend this event.  The event is also used as a venue to advertise the YMF’s annual scholarship to students at local engineering schools.

One of our officers, Jack Dahl, is a student at Portland State University and has actively recruited several energetic PSU chapter members to regularly attend YMF meetings and help with volunteer opportunities.  

Blair Carlson, our past-president, also attended the 2010 Pacific Northwest Regional Conference as a technical paper judge this past year.  At this conference where student chapters enter competitions for concrete canoes, steel bridges, and technical paper, he was able to interact closely with student members from several Portland-area colleges.
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