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Naoki Nakazawa: “Yoichi Hatta and the Wushantou Dam”
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Naoki Nakazawa, Dr. Eng.

2026 F5888 /\HE—FEX

YRTLATEMRIRIASA ERALR

Vice President, ASCE Japan Section
President, Systems Engineering Associates, Inc.
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On May 8, 2026, | visited Wushantou Dam together with
friends who had studied civil engineering at the same university
some 50 years ago. May 8 marks the anniversary of the death
of Yoichi Hatta, who led the completion of the Wushantou Dam
project, and this year a memorial ceremony commemorating
the 84th anniversary of his passing was held. Approximately
700 participants attended the ceremony, including Taiwanese
President Lai Ching-te, who has attended continuously since
his tenure as Mayor of Tainan for 16 consecutive years, the
Mayor of Kanazawa City in Ishikawa Prefecture, the Mayor of
Tainan, and members of the Hatta family.

The engineering significance of the Wushantou Dam project
has already been discussed extensively in previous
publications, and details of this year’s memorial ceremony have
likewise been introduced through the organizers’ website and
media reports. Therefore, this article does not repeat those
accounts, but instead presents some reflections inspired by
visiting Wushantou Dam on May 8. Figure 1 shows the May 9
edition of Liberty Times, Taiwan's largest newspaper, reporting
on the memorial ceremony.
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FEBBFEHR] . Taiwanese newspaper
Liberty Times on May 9 reporting on

the memorial ceremony.
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(5/8,% &R %) Xikou Intake and Xikou Hydropower Plant upstream of Wushantou Dam, constructed
in 2002. Vast grain-producing farmland spreads across the landscape on the way to Wushantou Dam.
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Residence of Yoichi Hatta in Hatta Yoichi Memorial Park. Flowers were offered at the
bronze statue of Toyoki, wife of Yoichi Hatta, holding their daughter, while Taiwan’s Ministry
of Agriculture continuously brought in bouquets (left). Many visitors from Japan and across

Taiwan gathered at the site on the day of the memorial ceremony (right).
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Time Gallery Plaza built above the Jianan Canal. Stone panels trace the lives of Yoichi Hatta and his
wife Toyoki—from their births and marriage to their deaths—together with the progress of the canal

construction project.
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Former Taiwanese President Lee Teng-hui wrote the following about Yoichi Hatta and his wife Toyoki
in his book The New Taiwanese Opinions (published in 2015):

When construction was completed in 1930, Yoichi Hatta was only 44 years old. In Taiwan at that time,
he carried out a project whose scale exceeded by more than ten times that of the Aichi Canal project, later
recognized as the largest irrigation undertaking in postwar Japan. |, too, do not hesitate to praise the
greatness of his achievement. It is said that when water first flowed through the new canals built by Hatta,
the 600,000 farmers living on the Jianan Plain were so moved that they shed tears of joy, welcoming it as
‘water from God." ...

Later, Hatta was recruited by the Imperial Japanese Army for southern development projects. On May
8, 1942, while traveling to the Philippines, his ship was struck by torpedoes fired by an American submarine
and sank, resulting in Hatta's death at the age of 56. Three years later, following Japan's defeat in the war,
when all Japanese residents were required to leave Taiwan, Hatta's wife, Toyoki, threw herself into the
spillway of Wushantou Dam to follow her husband in death. She was 46 years old. The Taiwanese people’s
feelings of sorrow and admiration toward the Hatta couple remain inexhaustible.

Looking out from the window of the Taiwan High Speed Rail onto the Jianan Plain, now transformed into
the largest granary region in Taiwan, one sees a vast expanse of lush green farmland. The Taiwanese
people will never forget that the spirit of dedication of Yoichi Hatta, the ‘Father of the Jianan Canal,’ rests
within this landscape forever.
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2. ®E : 20260 FEE 1 OEESEIE Report: Seminar No. 2026-1

On March 23, 2026, ASCE Japan Section will hold a seminar. The speakers were Mr.
Katsunori YAMAKI, a chief research engineer of Kajima Corporation, and Mr. Kuniharu
SAKURAGI, a project director of JGC Corporation. The number of participants was 20. The
credit of the continuing professional development (CPD) of Japan Society of Civil Engineers was
2.0 hours (JSCE26-0129) for the participation.
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BE1 [oFBEOBRBERM—Y Y IJ®BETOI Y NNCORE ™1 ADEE—
Lecture 1: “Coastal Sea Natural Restoration Technology - Implementation in the Coral
Reef Restoration Project ‘InCORE ™ .”
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WA 78] K. Mr. Katsunori YAMAKI

BEER (Fk) Rfiith3ieh BEWKEIRIEERRE FRHRE
Chief Research Ensgineer, Kajima Technical Research
Institute Hayama Marine Science Laboratory, Kajima
Corporation
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The degradation of coastal seaweed beds and coral reefs has serious impacts on global
food production, tourism, and local economies. This lecture introduces nature-based
restoration technologies developed by KAJIMA, illustrated through actual project examples.

BE2 TRENZEFI-3ILYIAFLNG 7OY =0 ~O#ET ]
Lecture 2: “ENI Coral South FLNG Project”
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Project Director, Project Management Dept, Transition
Energy Project Div., JGC Corporation
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We, JGC Corporation, have completed the Coral South FLNG Project for Eni together with
TEN, SHI, and TFMC. Other projects to monetize offshore gas fields discovered in
Mozambique have been delayed due to deteriorating security. This FLNG project successfully
commenced production as scheduled, with a planned capacity of 3.4 MTPA, contributing to
the country's economic growth.
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3. ®E : 202 5FEH#HSBIE.Report: Annual General Meeting for FY2025

On December 1279, 2025, ASCE Japan Section held the Annual General Meeting for FY2025.
2025 F 12 B 12 HIC 2025 F & ASCE BAXLR S aZBENZ U U,

(1) WSS/ Overview of the Annual General Meeting
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(2) 202 55EFREEERE ./ Annual Activities for FY2025
ASCE Japan Section Annual Schedule for the Fiscal Year of 2025 (October 2024 — September 2025)
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Implemented until November, 2025
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(3) 202 6FEFSEEN:1E,”Annual Schedule for FY2026

ASCE Japan Section Annual Schedule for the Fiscal Year of 2026 (October 2025 — September 2026) Planed November 2025
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4, 202 60FE®REDKIT / Officers for FY2026

ASCE Japan Section Officers for the Fiscal Year of 2026 (October 2025 — September 2026)

(1) PRESIDENT: Hiroshi Dobashi, Dr. Eng., M.ASCE

Hiroshi Dobashi is the Vice President of Metropolitan Expressway
Technology Center. He has been an Associate Member of ASCE since
2000 and became a Member in 2022. He is a Fellow of JSCE and a
registered engineer. He obtained Bachelor's Degree in Civil Engineering
from Yamanashi University in 1983 and Master’s Degree in Civil
Engineering from the University of Tokyo in 1985. He also obtained Master
of Science from the University of California, Davis in 1992. He earned a
doctorate at the University of Tokyo in 2008.

(2) VICE PRESIDENT: Naoki Nakazawa, Dr. Eng., M.ASCE

Naoki Nakazawa is the President of Systems Engineering Associates Inc.
He joined ASCE as a Student Member in 1986 and is now a Member. He
is a registered engineer certified in the Applied Science and Civil
Engineering. He holds a Bachelor of Science in Civil Engineering from
Hokkaido University in 1979, a Master of Science in Arctic Engineering
from the University of Alaska Fairbanks in 1989 and a Doctor of
Engineering from Hokkaido University in 1991.

(3) VICE PRESIDENT / TREASURER: Motoyuki Asada, Dr. Eng., M.ASCE
Motoyuki Asada is currently one of the Vice Presidents and the Treasurer
in the Japan Section. He is now the deputy director of the Institute of
Technology, Shimizu Corporation, and a professional engineer of soil
mechanics and foundation, Japan. He graduated from the University of
Tokyo with a Master’'s Degree in Environmental Engineering in 1994. He
also earned a doctorate at the University of Tokyo in 2003. He worked at
Asian Institute of Technology (Thailand) in 2004 as a visiting lecturer.

(4) SECRETARY: Tetsuo Sasaki, M. Eng. & M. Sci., M.ASCE

Tetsuo Sasaki is the managing officer of Japan Federation of
Construction Contractors and is a Member of ASCE. He holds a Bachelor’s
Degree in Transportation Engineering from Kyoto University in 1988, a
Master of Engineering in Civil Engineering from University of Tokyo in
1990, and a Master of Science in Environmental Engineering from
Carnegie Mellon University in 1999.

¢A

NOTE: The ASCE member grade of all officers has been changed to "Member (M. ASCE)" because
of the simplification of ASCE’s member grades in 2025.

1



American Sociely of Civil Engineers, Japan Section
KETAREEBEAZED Newsletter No. 2026-1M

5. #R&1&E0./Editor’s Notes

(1) #5EV/Apology
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(2) 2026 EEB4AZESEICDUVT,/The Annual Due of Japan Section
IRTE. ASCE BAZZEDINZZER (RERER KU ASCE AFHSDEEHEEDINAD &
TIREBESFSOIZHDDOREES) CRBHIDDCENS, 2026 FE (2025 F 10 B 1 B~2026
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ASCE Japan Section Annual Newsletter No. 2026-1, May 25", 2026.
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