
Rubric for Round 1 Judgement 

 
Criterion What to Look For Marking 

Scale 
Weight 

Relevance and 
Significance 

Relevance of the research to civil engineering and the 
selected ASCE Institute. Importance of the problem and 
potential real-world impact.  

1–5 25% 

Justification for 
Using AI  

Clear explanation of why AI is appropriate for the 
research problem and what advantages it offers over 
conventional approaches. AI must be integral to the 
research outcomes. 

1–5 30% 

Research Quality 
and Innovation  

Quality of the proposed methodology, originality of the 
approach, and the findings/contributions.  

1–5 30% 

Clarity and 
Communication  

Ability to communicate the research problem, AI 
approach, key findings, and implications clearly to a 
broad civil engineering audience.  

1–5 15% 

Time Management Submission stays within the 90 second limit. Pass/Fail N/A 

 


